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believe In half-defiances,   So he modelled these
Board of Trade Bills to pass by agreement.
But, after all, it was not in law-making so
much as in administration that he was destined
to make his highest reputation at the Board of
Trade. It was not only that he sent into every
tentacle of the great organism a new vigour and
intensity of purpose; it was also that he
showed in a very high degree a genius for con-
ciliation in great labour disputes.
It was in the late autumn of 1907 that there
came to him the great test of the threatened
Eailway Strike. He had just achieved in
October a very surprising triumph of peace-
making at the Welsh Convention summoned at
Cardifi to denounce Mm for some supposed
weakening on Welsh Disestablishment,, They
were just preparing to sacrifice him with his own
borrowed weapons when he appeared in the
midst of them, claimed to speak, and won them
over to spare Mm.
But all Englishmen always took It for granted
that Mr. Lloyd George could manage Welsh-
men. English railwayman and English railway
directors seemed a very different affair. For b oth
parties seemed very resolute; and the powers
of the Board of Trade seemed remarkably weak.
But the crisis was too grave to consider legal
powers. The country was faced with a paralysis
of transport. Such an event might prove a
national danger.
Mr. Lloyd George swiftly acted for the nation.
With no power to enforce his summons, he boldly